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Greetings from the President

February is the month of George Washington — an
exciting time filled with SRNY events at Fraunces
Tavern® and around town. Our Calendar section
presents the full month at a glance, but I commend to
you especially Tallmadge Day on Feb. 9 and our gala
Washington's Birthday Ball on Feb. 21. You can
read all about them later in this newsletter.

Be sure to mark your 
calendars now for Monday, 
Feb. 18, our annual 
Washington's Birthday open
house at the Museum. It's a
great opportunity for your 
family and friends to visit 
us. Admission is free from
12 noon - 5 p.m. Enjoy our
current exhibition, “54 Pearl 
Street: If These Walls
Could Talk,” and two floors

of expertly curated exhibitions, artwork, and historic
rooms. Before you leave, drop into the Flag Gallery
— a perennial favorite — festooned with colorful
pennants, standards, and historic flags from the SRNY
collection of more than 200 items.

On a more solemn note, I hope you will join us on 
Sunday, Feb. 24 at 11 a.m. for our annual church 
service. This year, our host is the Episcopal Church of
the Incarnation, 209 Madison Ave. (35th St.), 
Manhattan. This event is always deeply meaningful to
me because we take time to remember those SRNY 

Special Events

Benjamin Tallmadge Day

Saturday, February 9, 2008

12 - 5 PM; Free with Museum admission ($4/$3 
students, senior citizens; members free)

The Second Continental Light Dragoons, Sheldon's 
Horse will once again occupy the Tavern! Join dozens
of re-enactors as they bring to life the sights and 
sounds of Tallmadge's elite unit. We'll have plenty of
authentic 18th century music and dancing, too, with 
singer Linda Russell and the Steuben House Dancers.
Come and enjoy a wintry day inside the Tavern as we 
celebrate the life of General Washington's compatriot,
Benjamin Tallmadge.

George Washington's Birthday Ball

Commemoration of Washington by John James Barralet
Collection of Fraunces Tavern® Museum
Gift of Stanley DeForest Scott
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Jennifer Patton

members who have passed away. The patriots who
came before us laid the foundations for our own work,
solidified the mission of the SRNY, and left us a 
wonderful legacy on which to build. I include their
names here.

Kenneth deForest Carpenter, Jr.
Francis W. Collins, Jr.
Denton Sayer Cox, M.D.
David R. Curfman, M.D.
Thomas Darlington, President of the Society 
1975-1977
Dr. John K. Lattimer
Coman Leavenworth
Stephen Patrick Walling

I know our esteemed Color Guard will troop its finest 
colors on that morning; the service and music are sure
to be inspiring.

I hope to greet you heartily and often during the 
coming month.

Yours aye,

John Mauk Hilliard
President, SRNY

Spotlight on Museum 
Education

PS 116 Gives Voice To Our Past

Leading a field trip to historic sites such as Fraunces
Tavern® Museum is an important way to enhance
classroom studies, but many teachers have also 
created their own projects to reinforce the importance 
of history. Michelle Yokell and her fifth grade
students from P.S. 116 did that in a unique way: they
researched figures from the American Revolution and 
portrayed them on Dec. 18, 2007, in a mock town 
meeting set in New York City, 1775.

FTM's Director of Education Jennifer Patton 
filed this report:

On Dec. 18, in the basement of the
historic John Street Methodist 
Church , 28 students made history 
come alive for their parents, 
invited guests, and most 
importantly, themselves. In this
simulation, Loyalists and Patriots 
debated whether a revolution 
against England would be 

GWBall 2007: Veteran Corps of Artillery leads Procession of Flags
Photo by Lynne Ridgeway

On Thursday evening, Feb. 21, we'll return to the 
beautiful St. Regis Hotel Rooftop for our 131st annual
Washington's Birthday Ball. The SRNY's
always-warm hospitality awaits you along with good 
company, a delicious dinner, lively dancing to the 
music of the Paul Errico Orchestra, and a very special 
honoree: Joel I. Klein, Chancellor, New York City
Schools. If you haven't yet received your invitation in
the mail, please contact Margaret O'Shaughnessy.
Visit us after Feb. 4 for more information on the Ball 
or if you would like to pay online. 

Calendar

Feb. 12: Dr. Ronald Brown on “The Evolution of 
Religious Pluralism in New York City,” Flag Gallery, 
12:30-1:30 p.m.*

Feb. 18: Washington's Birthday Open House,
Fraunces Tavern Museum, 12 noon - 5 p.m. Free 
admission all day.

Feb. 21: Edward G. Lengel on “The Papers of George
Washington,” Flag Gallery, 6:30 p.m. Free to 
members; general public $6. Refreshments provided.
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Photo by Charles C. Lucasimperative for liberty or would 
constitute disastrous treason.
Students made sure to represent both sides fairly as 
they re-created this very complicated era.

Each student chose his or her own historical figure to 
research, write a script for, and eventually portray on 
Dec. 18. Some even decided to create their own
characters placed in unique situations. One student
explained that she decided her character would be a 
patriot from a loyalist family, showing that “everyone 
had their own decisions to make.”

The debate commenced. “England is our mother 
country!” began the loyalist, Silas Waymin. “Without 
her we are nothing.” Sam Adams suddenly interjected
that England had “denied us every basic right, so we 
must fight for our freedom!” Others agreed that they
yearned to be free of British rule, but Isabella Parrish 
reminded the patriots that it “might be at the price of 
losing everything.” The free spirit of a town meeting
was alive and vital again!

During the week of Jan. 14, we were very fortunate to
have Ms. Yokell's class visit us. Students saw how
Fraunces Tavern related to their studies and played an
important role in the American Revolution. At the end
of their tour, the students were asked to write a 
journal entry in the voice of their historical character 
on Evacuation Day 1783, or as if they had witnessed 
Washington's Farewell in the Long Room. One
student describes the events of November 25th, 1783 
thus:

There was a parade of soldiers going down the 
street. I have never heard so loud a noise as this.
People were cheering, screaming, and whistling.
One could not hear oneself think! We have decided
to call it Evacuation Day. I am glad that this war is
over. Thousands of people have died. More have
been hurt. I am proud that we won, but sad for all of
the dead and hurt. Let us hope that such a war will
never happen again.

For these students, history has become a part of 
themselves, and something I hope they will never 
forget. Stay tuned for photos of this event in a future
edition of The Patriot.

Color Guard Corner
Stephan Jost
Photo by Charles C. Lucas

Feb. 21: George Washington's Birthday Ball.
Designated as Ordered Duty for the Color Guard.

Feb. 24: Annual church service at the Church of the
Incarnation, 209 Madison Ave. (35th St.), Manhattan.
Begins at 11 a.m. A prayerful, patriotic
commemoration of General Washington, those who 
served with him, and those who give patriotic service 
today. Designated as Ordered Duty for the Color
Guard.

Coming in March:

Mar. 6:  Arthur Lefkowitz on “Benedict Arnold & 
Aaron Burr: Ambitious Friends from the American 
Revolution,” Flag Gallery, 6:30 p.m. Free to 
members; general public $6. Refreshments provided.

Mar. 12: Carol Berkin on “There is No Sex in Soul: 
The Woman Question Debate in the Early Republic,”
Flag Gallery, 12:30-1:30 p.m.*

* This Speakers in the Humanities lecture is free and 
open to the general public, and is sponsored by the 
New York Council for the Humanities, a
state-affiliate of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities.

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!

Speaker and Event Round-up

On Jan. 28, we were very pleased to welcome back 
renowned author Harlow Giles Unger to our 
Tallmadge Day Dinner. Attended by more than 55
SRNY members and friends, the dinner and preceding
cocktail reception were a rousing success.

Along with Mr. Unger, our 
special guests included 
Stephan Jost, Director of the 
Shelburne Museum, 
Shelburne, Vermont, and 
Chris Raleigh of the Royal 
Society for the Protection of 
Birds in Scotland. It was an
extra treat to hear from Chris 
about William Burns, and 
birds that Chris found in NYC that should be, by now,
well south for the winter.
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On Jan. 3, SRNY Color 
Guard Captain Jonathan 
Wolk Ridgeway, 
accompanied by Sergeant 
Steven Trusnovec (CG 
Treasurer), George Owen, 
and Don Schiro, attended a 
stirring (and bracing!) 
commemoration of the 
Battle of Princeton, NJ, (3 Jan. 1777). Here is Captain
Ridgeway's account:

On this date in 1777, General Washington's
revolutionary forces attacked, defeated and
out-maneuvered the British forces, escaped General
Cornwallis' encircling movement and got out before
British reinforcements could arrive. The Battle of
Princeton, and the Battle of Trenton — though minor
tactical victories for General Washington — are
considered a turning point in America's War for
Independence.

The 2008 ceremony began with a stirring march of the
Color Guards and presentation of the colors led by the
SRNY Color Guard, the oldest SR society. They were
followed by the Color Guard of Sons of the 
Revolution in the State of New Jersey, members of 
the Sons of the Revolution Pennsylvania Color Guard,
members of the Maryland Society, an officer of the 
General Society, and four re-enactors attired in 
Continental Army uniforms.

Next, adjacent to the Battle of Princeton Monument, 
SR-NJ Society President, John F. Newman, Esq., 
unveiled a plaque to commemorate the events that 
transpired 231 years earlier to the day, just three miles 
south of where we stood. The plaque reads:

In Memory of Those New Jersey Patriots Who 
Served on Land and Sea During the American 
Revolution 1775-1783 and to Captain Daniel Neil 
Who Gave His Life in the Battle of Princeton, 
January 3, 1777 While Commanding the East 
Jersey Artillery under Brigadier General Hugh 
Mercer. Placed by the New Jersey Society Sons of
the Revolution - 2007.

A salute to the American flag closed the ceremony, 
after which everyone adjourned into the welcoming 
warmth of the Morven Museum.

Marquis de Lafayette

Over dessert, Mr. Unger discussed 
his new book, America's Second 
Revolution: How George 
Washington Defeated Patrick 
Henry and Saved the Nation (John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2007). He
spoke of the difficulty in forming a 
central government since it was 
deemed similar to Britain's rule 

from afar, and the reasons for our Revolution 
(including taxation without representation). Mr.
Unger also noted that the establishment of our 
government as a republic was the key trade-off in 
response to the concern of Patrick Henry 
(then-Governor of Virginia) and three other colonies 
that a centralized government would usurp power 
from each state.

Following the talk, Mr. Unger graciously — and
indefatigably — signed copies of his book. And just
as generously, he designated that all proceeds from
the sales should benefit SRNY. Our warmest thanks
and gratitude to you, sir, and a rousing HUZZAH! For
more information, visit Harlow Unger's website

Who Am I?

Some people probably thought I was larger than life: I
was 6 feet tall with bright red hair and I loved to use 
salty language (just for effect, of course). I served in
the French and Indian War; in fact, my participation is
commemorated on a postage stamp. I won't tell you
for what I was most famous, but I will say that it all 
started in Litchfield, CT, where I was the first born of 
what became a family of eight children. Later in life,
a warrant for my arrest was issued by the State of 
New York, but my cause triumphed. Who am I?

The answer to last 
month's quiz is the 
Marquis de Lafayette.
You might also like to 
know that in 1958, 
former U.S. 
Representative Hamilton
Fish III, a World War I 
veteran, founded the 
Order of Lafayette.
Membership in the 
Order is based on 
service in France or 
French territories in 
either World War I or 
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US Postage Stamp 1957 World War II, or descent from a 
veteran of those wars. For more 

information, email LTC Bruce Laue.

Battle of Princeton Commemoration, Jan. 3, 2008: 4 Re-enactors; G. Owen & S. Trusnovec of SR-NY CG; Pres. J. F. Newman; SR-NJ; Senior 
State Pres. Shelly Castorino of NJ-CAR; Capt. Robert Scammell of SR-NJ CG & SR-PA member; J. Ridgeway & D. Schiro of SR-NY CG
Photo by Ann Schmmell
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